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Where are your Youth Exchange alumni?
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Rotary Reconnect week is 1-7 October 2018! Take this opportunity to invite former
youth exchange participants, and other program alumni to renew their connection
with Rotary. Host an alumni networking night, plan a service project, or invite
alumni of all ages to your next club meeting. Stay connected with alumni to
cultivate new membership opportunities and help alumni discover new ways to
give back through Rotary
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http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/1wn4asAWiMlu506Ph6hmDYZJrFw

Updates
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Share your work with Rotary in Hamburg
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The call for breakout session proposals for the 2019 Hamburg Convention is now open! Breakout
sessions inspire attendees and connect them with other youth exchange leaders and new ideas.

Learn more and submit the online application by 23:59 Chicago time (UTC-5) on Sunday, 30
September 2018.
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Interested in serving as a session facilitator or sergeant-at-arms at the 2019 YEO Preconvention?
Learn more and apply by 23:59 Chicago time (UTC-5) on Sunday, 30 September 2018.
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http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/1wn4bQeRxRcYCNJSTNkaonyZ9OP
http://rotary.msgfocus.com/c/1wn4ddSMMW4taBmWwumY8M8eRY8
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Do you have an idea or project that you want to share with your Rotary family? Breakout
sessions can inspire attendees, help them polish their leadership skills and give them new ideas
for projects, fundraising, strengthening membership, and more!
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Help us build a breakout program that celebrates Rotary’s diversity! We are seeking sessions in
English, French, German, Italian, Portuguese or Spanish. Submit your proposal online by
Sunday, 30 September 2018.
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If you have any questions, please contact us at conventionbreakouts@rotary.org
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A worldwide ensemble
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"I had only been a Rotarian for a year, and was eager for another opportunity to serve, when | was
asked by the committee chair of District 5340’s MusiCamp Youth Exchange if | would be interested
in hosting two talented musical students for three weeks that summer... We are hosting number
five this summer, but as yet unsure who we will be lucky to host. This music program is breaking
down barriers one student at a time. Musical friends are becoming REAL friends”
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MusiCamp breaks down barriers one student at a time
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MusiCamp 2018 Promo
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Posted on July 12, 2018by Rotary International
FR%&EE§H> 2018 & 72 12 p o F

By Sharon Bay, a member of the Downtown Breakfast Rotary Club of San Diego, California,
USA
/£ :Sharon Bay + # &+ + F# 7 # 7 DownTown Breakfast # f4£4~L f

| had only been a Rotarian for a year, and was eager for another opportunity to serve, when
| was asked by the committee chair of District 5340’s MusiCamp Youth Exchange if | would
be interested in hosting two talented musical students for three weeks that summer. My
husband and | had hosted an exchange student from Bolivia several years prior and had
enjoyed the experience. This would only be for three weeks, and we felt we knew what to
expect so we enthusiastically said yes
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We hosted two high school boys who both played violin; Jonas from Germany and Jon from
Canada. Jonas spoke enough English to have a conversation, but after three weeks he was
at ease. We loved having classical music in our home and our neighbors also enjoyed it.
The boys quickly became friends with the 18 other members of the Musicamp, and
performed in three public concerts, before enjoying the sights of San Diego — theme parks,
shopping, and surfing on the beach.
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Every evening we ate dinner and talked about Germany, Canada, and the Untied States. As
they shared their home experiences, we found many similarities. | tried to introduce them to
many different foods.
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Two years later, Jonas emailed me that his sister, Paula, one of six siblings, was accepted
to MusiCamp and asked if she could stay with us. We felt honored that he had had a good
experience with us. Paula arrived with her cello and Isabella, who interestingly was Jon’s
sister, from Canada brought her violin. The girls quickly became friends. We again enjoyed
their our hosting experience.
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A worldwide ensemble
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Each year the program is similar. In 2016, we hosted Grace from Ireland (violin) and Sylvia
from Spain (cello). This last summer Clara, number three from the same German family,
played violin and Hannah from Ireland, played the cello, filling our extra bedroom.
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My husband and | were fortunate to go to Germany this past summer and stay with the
German family. It was great knowing some of their close-knit family before we went. Their
grandpa spoke a little English while we were there; which the grandkids had never heard
him speak before.
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The program is now in its fourteenth year. In the past, students have traveled from Austria,
Belgium, Brazil, Canada, France, Germany, lItaly, Northern Ireland, Poland, Romania,
Russia, Croatia, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Taiwan, Hungary, Mexico and many other
countries.

ERIFEF LS EE YL E s FEOES KR RF A o A BE A fpF
TE AL FR AR A AT ER AR RSAL BB L RR

vy

TR RS ETR BRSNS T N ETREER

We are hosting number five this summer, but as yet unsure who we will be lucky to host.
This music program is breaking down barriers one student at a time. Musical friends are
becoming REAL friends.
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Youth Exchange boosts college performance
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"After coming to college, | got some merit-based scholarships, so much so that | ended up
receiving one of the largest scholarships at the University of Oklahoma after | spoke in my essay
about my time as a Rotary Youth Exchange student,” Wright said. “I think that's because | stood
out and | was already getting out of my comfort zone and making friends that are different than
me.”
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Read Carlee Wright's full story in The Norman Transcript.
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Journey of a thousand steps leads home
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By Joy Hampton | Senior Staff Writer
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NORMAN — Life-long Norman resident Carlee Wright couldn’t have known she would
become a world traveler at a young age or that her interest in language would take her
back to her roots.

Fh—2 4 3 EanEd B Carlee Wright &k 72 &g p & & & ﬁrzﬁr‘;fr%ﬁ‘; Sy
B Ao s 8 AT p o J{E T hEBARRS A v FIHIR B o

Wright graduated from the University of Oklahoma in May with a bachelor's degree in
international studies and Italian language. She will spend the 2018-2019 school year as
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an English teaching assistant in South Korea as one of eight OU students selected for
Fulbright scholarships.
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Over 1,900 U.S. students, artists and early career professionals in more than 100

different fields of study are offered Fulbright Program grants to study, teach English and

conduct research annually in over 140 countries throughout the world.
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“Fulbright grants are awarded on the basis of academic excellence, achievement and
leadership potential,” said Bushra Asif, the Fulbright program advisor at OU. “These
eight grants are a testament to our outstanding student body and the university. We
wish these students all the success in their future academic journey.”
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South Korea will be a new adventure for Wright, but it won’t be her first overseas gig.
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“Initially, 1 got interested in international studies in high school,” Wright said. “I was
taking a Spanish class, and | realized that | have a true passion for learning language
and that | was actually pretty good at.”
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While still in high school, Wright spent a month in Spain living with a host family.
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“During my junior year of high school, my Spanish teacher proposed that some of us go
to a Spanish immersion school in Spain at Salamanca,” Wright said. “I took intensive
Spanish classes every day. That was very much out of my comfort zone, but it really
sparked my interest.”
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Wright graduated from Norman North in 2013 and spent a gap year participating in the
Rotary Youth Exchange Student Program. She said she learned about the Rotary
program through a friend.
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“You could go abroad to a country of your choosing for a year and you exchanged with
someone from that country,” she said. “You stay with host families and attend a local
high school and participate in their daily activities. It was another really good immersion
program.”
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Interested students must apply and be accepted, which is about a three-year process,
Wright said. The first year you apply and prepare, the second year to you go abroad and
in year three, you're back in the U.S, but you’re dealing with a bit of culture shock as you
resettle into your life.
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“I went to Brescia, Italy,” she said. “I had already been to Spain, and | wanted to learn
another language and to expand my awareness of Western Europe even more.”
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After time in Spain and studying AP Spanish in school, she felt it was time to add a new
language, and Italian seemed like the natural choice.
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“Italian is very similar to Spanish, and so | knew it would be easy for me to catch on,”
Carlee said. “Since | knew | was good at languages, | knew | could have two languages
under my belt.”
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* Rotary experience boosts college performance: That gap year put Wright ahead as
a student entering OU because she was able to declare a double major and CLEP out
of many language courses. She also had time to decide her path.
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“After coming to college, | got some merit-based scholarships, so much so that | ended
up receiving one of the largest scholarships available at OU after | spoke in my essay
about my time as a Rotary Youth Exchange student,” Wright said. “I think that's because
| stood out and | was already getting out of my comfort zone and making friends that are
different than me.”
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There are a ton of Rotary Youth Exchange students in Italy from across the globe, she
said, so she met students from many countries during her year in Italy.
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“After studying in Spain, | just felt like truly one thing led to another. | used to tell my
mom before | went to college that | had no idea what | wanted to major in, but after |
came back from Italy | knew | wanted to double-major in International Studies and
Italian,” she said.
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Throughout her college years, her travels and international studies continued.
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“l studied abroad to Clermonte-Ferrand, France for three weeks during the summer of
2016 with the Leadership Scholars program within the College of Arts and Sciences at
OU,” she said.
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Leadership Scholars is an OU program comprised of the top 1 percent in the College of
Arts and Sciences.
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Back from France, in the fall of 2016, Wright did an internship under Robert Andrew, the
diplomat in residence at OU through the College of International Studies, whom she met
through Rotary.
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* Finding herself in international studies, foreign service: Next, Wright spent her
spring 2017 semester studying abroad in Bologna, Italy.
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“What interested me about the Italian major at OU is you get to have this different study
abroad experience,” Wright said. “Italian majors really want to be a part of the culture.”
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During that semester she attended university classes at the University of Bologna.

Students in that program also have to find their own housing which is a really unique
experience.
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“We ended up going through Airbnb and staying with host families,” she said. “If you
request to stay with someone for a month, you get discounts.”
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With all of her previous experience abroad and testing out of language classes, Wright
could have graduated a semester early but, instead, took a semester off the beginning
of her senior year to do an internship with the U.S. Department of State at the embassy
in Rome.
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She graduated in the spring and applied for the Fulbright Scholarship, shifting her
international studies from Europe to Asia.
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“With Fulbright you can only choose one country so you have to choose that country
wisely,” Wright said. “I chose South Korea because my grandma was Korean. My
grandparents met during the Korean War. Unfortunately, she passed away when | was
5 years old, and | didn’t know much about my Korean heritage.”
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The Fulbright is her chance to learn more about Korea.
BHEERFRFIE L HERLG LR R

“I felt like this was the next step,” she said. “To me, languages are like a puzzle. | just
Iove solving them and their intricacies.”
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Wright, who leaves for Korea on July 6, will go through a six-week orientation there with
five hours of Korean language training a day. With the Fulbright, they tend to place
scholars in less urban areas which means fewer people speak English.
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“Another reason that Korean will be useful for me in general is that | want to go into the
foreign service and Korean is considered a critical language,” she said.

THERA 2  HEHAREY Y- BRFE S ARKINRER G F@
Frﬁ*\fw‘ Fl\iq'\-é"tm\fp CR %FRLE



Wright will be in Korea just over a year and has promised to share the story of her

adventures when she returns
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No new districts have been certified.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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EEMA Conference
Deauville, France
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ABIJ Conference
Araxa, Minas Gerais, Brazil
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NAYEN Conference
Denver, Colorado, USA
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YEPAUPCH
Region de Valparaiso, Chile
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CHIBA Meeting
Chiba-City, Japan
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Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention

Hamburg, Germany
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Rotary International Convention
Hamburg, German
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Youth Exchange is a source of news, resources, and event details for those who
promote global understanding through the Rotary Youth Exchange program
available every other month.

Send questions and story ideas to youthexchange@rotary.org.
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Share this newsletter on Facebook.
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