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A passage to Thailand
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During his year as a Rotary Youth Exchange student, Esteban Castafio captured a variety
of remarkable scenes of life in Thailand, including temples, markets, crafts, and food.
Watch the video he made about his experience.
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New Generations events at the 2012 Rl Convention
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The RI Convention in Bangkok is almost here! Whether you will be traveling to the Land of

a Thousand Smiles or following events from afar, you can join the New Generations

excitement. Search for #ricon2012 and follow @rotary on Twitter to see the latest updates.

Check Rotary’s Facebook page, Rotary Voices, and www.rotary.org for updates, posts, and

new videos.
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If you will be in Bangkok, join us at the Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention
Meeting, 4-5 May at the Impact Center. The meeting is open to Rotarians
sinvolved in the Rotary Youth Exchange program, and anyone who has not
i registered in advance may do so on-site. Download the program book to learn
:p'agf s about events at the meeting, which will include a performance of the Sawadee
JSong by 30 inbound Youth Exchange students hosted in Thailand and special
-6;- recognition of the 50th anniversary of Rotary Youth Exchange in Japan.
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You can also check out these New Generations breakout sessions during the convention.
All sessions will be held at the Impact Center in the rooms indicated below:
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Monday, 7 May
e 14:30-16:00 — “The Role of Youth Exchange in New Generations Service,”
conducted by the RI Youth Exchange Committee (Sapphire 109)
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Tuesday, 8 May

e 14:30-16:00 — “An Introduction to New Generations Service” (Phoenix 5)

e 14:30-16:00 — “New Generations-New Rotarians” Strategies to keep youth and
young adults involved and engaged until they're ready to join a Rotary club
(Sapphire 203)

e 14:30-16:00 — “Club-Sponsored Organizations: Learning from India and Beyond”
Advice on how Interact, Rotaract, and Rotary Community Corps can benefit schools
and communities as they strengthen Rotary clubs and districts (Jupiter 5)
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Wednesday, 9 May
e 12:30-14:00 — “New Generations and the Areas of Focus,” featuring the winners of
the 2012 Rotaract Outstanding Project awards (Sapphire 203)
e 12:30-14:00 — “Why and How Is Rotaract Important?” conducted by the Rl Rotaract
and Interact Committee (Jupiter 4)
e 12:30-14:00 — “Using Social Media to Focus and Increase Humanitarian Service”
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o 12:30-14:00 — “Expanding Rotary Youth Leadership Awards around the World”
conducted by the Rl RYLA Committee (Sapphire 107)
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Rotary wins 2.5 million charity miles

HWEF 2508 %124

Many of you participated in United’s 10 Million Charity Miles Giveaway, held in December.
The public was asked to vote for their favorite charities, which would receive free miles to
use toward charitable endeavors. Largely because Rotarians promoted the giveaway on
their social media networks, Rotary won second place in the contest, receiving 2.5 million
miles! Read how these miles will be used in the coming year.
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Rotary to use 2.5 million charity miles to support lifesaving surgeries, service
projects
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By Arnold R. Grahl
Rotary International News -- 28 March 2012
¥ * Arnold R. Grahl
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Ali received corrective surgery on his thoracic cage in 2008. Rotary International's Rotary
Miles program provided airfare to bring Ali and family members from Iraq to the United
States for the surgery.
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Ali was born with a seriously deformed spine and thoracic cage.
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Doctors treating the 12-year-old Iragi boy at a clinic run by off-duty U.S. Army medics in
Baghdad knew his best hope for corrective surgery existed outside Iraq. Through the efforts
of clinic staff and Rotarians in the United States, Ali and several other Iraqgi children were
able to undergo life-changing surgery at Shriners Hospital in Philadelphia in 2008.
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Rotary International’s Rotary Miles program provided free airfare for the children and their
family members through the organization’s participation in United Airlines’ charity miles
program. Over the years, Rotary has used donated miles to support surgeries by Gift of Life
and Rotaplast, two organizations supported by Rotarians. The miles also have been used
for Engineers Without Borders volunteers working on Rotary water projects, and in support
of other Rotary club and district humanitarian efforts around the world.
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Rotary wins 2.5 million miles
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Recently, Rotary Miles received a major boost when it qualified for roughly 2.5 million miles
from United’s 10 Million Charity Miles Giveaway, held in December.
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The contest invited people to vote online to determine how the miles would be divided
among 45 organizations participating in the airline’s charity miles program, with awards
equal to the percentage of the vote received. Spurred on by social media promotions,
Rotarians helped catapult Rotary from 18th to second place in the span of a week, winning
24.8 percent of the United miles.
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“Given that this was during December, a time that many clubs had wound down for the
festive season, it was a fantastic result,” says Simone Carot Collins, past chair of the
Rotarians on Social Networks Fellowship. “We promoted it heavily through social networks



(especially Facebook), and from there, clubs emailed and posted in their club bulletins.”
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In coming months, the miles will be used for eight volunteers participating in National
Immunization Days (NIDs), will enable four youth exchange students from disadvantaged
households to participate in the NIDs, and will provide for four Gift of Life trips bringing
children and their mothers to the United States for surgery.
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In addition, the miles will support Rotary Friendship Exchanges, send a student and parent
to a Rotary institute or peace conference in celebration of Interact’'s 50th anniversary,
support service projects in each of Rotary’s six areas of focus, and send participants to a
peace conference in Berlin, a Rotary education event in Myanmar, and the Global Poverty
Project Concert in New York City.
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How you can donate miles
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With Rotary’s participation in the United Airlines Mileage Plus Charity Miles Program,
Rotarians and non-Rotarians can donate miles, in 1,000-mile increments, to benefit Rotary
Foundation programs. Learn how you can donate . (Mileage Plus members can donate
online through their Mileage Plus account by clicking on the About United link, then on
Global Citizen and Charity Miles, and then selecting Rotary and the number of miles to be
donated.)
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Rotarians also can work with the Rotary International Travel Service to collect miles from
their community for a specific project. Find out how to go about it
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Great exchange stories
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Douglas Plume spent a year on Rotary Youth Exchange in Switzerland and wrote a
performance poem about his experience. Read his poem in English or in German.
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Rachel Matheson, who is spending a year on exchange in San Sebastian, Spain, has been
writing monthly updates for her local newspaper in Glenwood Springs, Colorado, USA.
Read her latest story, about how she is improving her language skills.
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Living in a new language

Rachel Matheson

Rotary Traveler

Post Independent

Glenwood Springs, CO Colorado
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Rache Matheson
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Paula Matheson, Ieft of Glenwood Sprmgs and Sophie Le Paih of San Sebastian, Spain
met each other over the Easter holiday in San Sebastian. Matheson's daughter, Rachel, is
staying with Le Paih and her family on a Rotary Exchange.
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Rachel Matheson Special to the Post Independent
Rachel Matheson # &/ 75

el o
. - -.r 1
Rachel Matheson along Playa de la Concha in San Sebastian
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Seven months ago, | didn't know how to say “nice to meet you” in Spanish. | didn't know
how to respond to simple questions, buy a bus ticket, or even ask for water at the dinner
table in my house. Today, | don't think any more of these tasks than | did in Glenwood
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Springs.
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Since Christmas time, things have been easier in Spain. | no longer need to think about
what to say when someone on the street asks me for directions or when we are having a
family conversation about the news report.
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| now laugh at the jokes when | watch The Simpsons and understand the slang my friends
use at school. | feel confident that the Spanish language does not limit my experience and
life here is Spain like it did seven months ago.
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It's easy to say | live in a new place. But the real truth is that | live in a new language.
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| didn't fully realize how much my Spanish has improved until my real mom flew from
Glenwood Springs to come see the life I've been living here in Spain. While eating Easter
dinner with my entire Spanish host family, | had my first real opportunity to listen to a
conversation in Spanish and translate it into English at the same time.
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My Spanish host family enjoyed practicing their English with my mom, so we often switched
from Spanish to English. Sometimes | lost track of what was said in English and what was
said in Spanish, because | understand them the same. | would repeat things that had just
been said in English to my mom, thinking it was said in Spanish and she couldn't
understand.
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My mother acted just like I did when 1 first came to Spain, not knowing the language, the
customs, what is polite, and generally being on the outside of every conversation. It was
surprising to me that after my short time here in this culture | have switched to the other
side of things; | understood and joked with the Spaniards as my mom filled my former shoes
and smiled while Waiting for a translation.
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Looking back, | realize I've taken baby steps to arrive at this point. | listened to Spanish all
day between going to school, TV, music, and my host family. | had countless games of


http://maps.google.com.tw/maps/place?ftid=0x87410997341f7af9:0x8c7e59134c611125&q=%E7%BE%8E%E5%9C%8B%2BGlenwood+Springs&hl=zh-TW&gl=tw&ved=0CAwQ-gswAA&sa=X&ei=Ho2nT4jxE8OmkAX57fAt
http://maps.google.com.tw/maps/place?ftid=0x87410997341f7af9:0x8c7e59134c611125&q=%E7%BE%8E%E5%9C%8B%2BGlenwood+Springs&hl=zh-TW&gl=tw&ved=0CAwQ-gswAA&sa=X&ei=Ho2nT4jxE8OmkAX57fAt
http://maps.google.com.tw/maps/place?ftid=0x87410997341f7af9:0x8c7e59134c611125&q=%E7%BE%8E%E5%9C%8B%2BGlenwood+Springs&hl=zh-TW&gl=tw&ved=0CAwQ-gswAA&sa=X&ei=Ho2nT4jxE8OmkAX57fAt

charades, embarrassing mistakes in pronunciation, and constantly asking people to write
down the words that | didn't know.
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My first weeks here | couldn't recognize the difference between Spanish and Basque, and
now | can not only speak Spanish, but also hear the different dialects of Basque when there
are tourists in San Sebastian.
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When | first arrived, | would fill my free time after school attempting conversation with my
host family to practice speaking Spanish or | would flip through the channels on TV until |
encountered a rerun of Friends or an American film that | knew.
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| tried to listen to Spanish music, but was overwhelmed with the rapid lyrics and often ended
up making up my own words.
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Every day as | rode my bike home for lunch after school, | passed by an elementary school
that has recess at the same time | passed by. | began slowing down on my bike as | passed
the school each day to listen to the kids yell as they play. | always count how many Spanish
words or phrases | can hear the children shout and try to beat the record | had set the day
before. | think | have learned the most from little experiences like these.
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| am still far from being fluent and continue to learn phrases and words every day, but after
seven months in this foreign country | feel confident in answering questions, voicing my
opinion, and being a participating member in my home, school, and community here in San
Sebastian.
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— Rachel Matheson, 17, is spending her junior year on a Rotary Youth Exchange trip to
San Sebastian, Spain, sponsored by the Sunrise Rotary and Club Rotario. Her column,
“Rotary Traveler,” appears on the third Tuesday of the month.

- Rachel Matheson » + = & » &Sunrise$* #4+£ Club RotariosH§fes ™ » Aw j1d 517 F %
AEFED REAHRGT A0 RE TR PR o B TR N E R o
Pz mAEH TN

Our newest certified districts
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http://maps.google.com.tw/maps/place?ftid=0xd51a553ba98b237:0xeb1045eb7b2b969e&q=%E8%A5%BF%E7%8F%AD%E7%89%99%2BSan-Sebastian&hl=zh-TW&gl=tw&ved=0CAwQ-gswAA&sa=X&ei=toynT729FcL5lAWahIgD
http://maps.google.com.tw/maps/place?ftid=0xd51a553ba98b237:0xeb1045eb7b2b969e&q=%E8%A5%BF%E7%8F%AD%E7%89%99%2BSan-Sebastian&hl=zh-TW&gl=tw&ved=0CAwQ-gswAA&sa=X&ei=toynT729FcL5lAWahIgD
http://maps.google.com.tw/maps/place?ftid=0xd51a553ba98b237:0xeb1045eb7b2b969e&q=%E8%A5%BF%E7%8F%AD%E7%89%99%2BSan-Sebastian&hl=zh-TW&gl=tw&ved=0CAwQ-gswAA&sa=X&ei=toynT729FcL5lAWahIgD
http://maps.google.com.tw/maps/place?ftid=0xd51a553ba98b237:0xeb1045eb7b2b969e&q=%E8%A5%BF%E7%8F%AD%E7%89%99%2BSan-Sebastian&hl=zh-TW&gl=tw&ved=0CAwQ-gswAA&sa=X&ei=toynT729FcL5lAWahIgD

Congratulations to District 1740 (France) and Kyrgyzstan in District 2430, which have been
certified to participate in exchanges. Please note that the Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, and
Tajikistan portions of District 2430 are currently not certified. See the current list of
noncertified districts.
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Do you have the latest Youth Exchange directory?
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The Youth Exchange directory is updated and emailed out

Your EXcHANGE guarterly, but the most current version can be downloaded anytime
‘;';j‘ﬁ‘;" from the Youth Exchange workgroup site. All district and

multidistrict chairs can visit the site by clicking on the Rotary
Workgroups tab on their Member Access profile. Note: In order to
sign in, district and multidistrict chairs must use the same email
i address they used when they registered for a Member Access
Ut 2 account.
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If you help administer exchanges and do not have the most recent directory, contact your
district or multidistrict chair.
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Latest Rotary Code of Policies
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Get answers to your Youth Exchange questions in the Rotary Code of Policies (PDF in
English). Please note that the section pertaining to Rotary Youth Exchange has a new
number (41.060). Other relevant sections include Youth Protection (2.110) and District
Finances (17.060).
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Translated versions of these sections are available on the Rotary Youth Exchange
Workgroup site, which district and multidistrict chairs can visit by logging on to Member
Access or by emailing youthexchange@rotary.org.
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Upcoming events
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2012 Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention Meeting
Bangkok, Thailand
4-5 May
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60th EEMA Conference

Budapest, Hungary

7-10 September
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Rotary Youth Exchange Australia Chairs Conference
North Sydney, Australia

12-14 October

Contact Rotarian Barry Starr to register.
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32nd Brazilian YEO Meeting
Florianépolis, Brazil

25-28 October
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Contact us
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Contact RI Youth Exchange staff
youthexchange@rotary.org
Phone: +1-847-866-3421

Fax: +1-847-556-2182
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youthexchange@rotary.org
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