2011 July Youth Exchange e-Newsletter

Welcome to the 2011-12 Rotary Year
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Reach Within to Embrace Humanity

RI President Kalyan Banerjee asks Rotarians to Reach Within to Embrace Humanity during the
2011-12 Rotary year.
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“In order to achieve anything in this world, a person has to use all the resources he can draw on.
And the only place to start is with ourselves and within ourselves,” Banerjee told incoming district
governors in January.
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Capping the 2010-11 Rotary year was the RI Convention in New Orleans, Louisiana, USA, in May.
Immediately before the convention, the Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention Meeting gave a
record number of Youth Exchange officers from all over the world the opportunity to exchange
ideas and learn about program updates.
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If you weren’t able to attend this year’s preconvention meeting, get an early start on 2012! Learn
more about next May’s convention in Bangkok, Thailand.
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Youth Exchange experience helps alumnus find birth family
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Wyatt Harris may have spent most of his life in the small town of Hermiston, Oregon, USA, but he
as always curious about the culture and language of China, from which he was
adopted at the age of four. District 5100 (parts of Oregon and Washington)
enabled Harris to study in Taiwan through the Youth Exchange program. While
being hosted by the Rotary Club of Taipei Chungshan in District 3520, Harris
learned more about his heritage and gained a new confidence and maturity.
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Photo left: Harris during his Rotary Youth Exchange in District 3520 (Taiwan)
in 2007
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After completing his senior year of high school back in Oregon, Harris was
ready to return to Taiwan for another year of study. During his five-week school
break, he set out to mainland China to learn more about his biological family. After 18 days of
searching and “the tremendous support of the city of Maanshan and a little luck” he was able to
reunite with them. “Having the year abroad through Youth Exchange in 2007 provided me with the
courage to visit and search for them by myself,” says Harris. He is thankful to Rotary for “not only
providing a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for kids like me but also for providing the tools I needed
to find my birth parents.”
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Harris’s time in Taiwan is coming to an end, but his story is
not over. His experience has inspired him to write a book
about second chances. “With the second chance | have been
given at life, | feel compelled to give back,” he says. With the
help of District 3520 and proceeds from sales of the book in
Taiwan, Harris hopes to provide second chances for children
living in orphanages.
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Photo above: Harris reunites with his birth family in China in 2011
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Former Youth Exchange student leaves legacy in South Africa
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The Nonceba Family Counselling Centre in Khayelitsha near Cape Town, South Africa, is a place
where abused woman and children can find comfort — even if just in the form of a toothbrush or a
handmade doll. It is also a place that represents the legacy of a former Youth Exchange student who
was Killed at age 19 by a drunk driver, and the powerful efforts of Rotarians to honor her memory.
Read more about the tremendous impact of Ashley Kaimowitz in the July issue of The Rotarian.

* 23t a 2R Y 4 T+ 720 55 (Khayelitsha) 42 < iNonceba flies5d ¢ & - B <X 247+
wai mj;—ﬁﬂ o T Y s AR EGE DT RN L 1Rl KA oY PR D B 19 K
ﬂ,g,ﬁ;ﬁ,&im%@ﬁviaﬂlfi CERIEHEADEE > R ERBAAERE T R4 ENEL
oA EETY 4 o BRIE UL R B R T P SRk Y TP B Ashley Kaimowitzzo 3~ 82 88 «hip B 3%
& o

Reminder to submit inbound student data for 2011-12 exchanges
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RI policy requires that districts submit information for each inbound student at the beginning of an
exchange or shortly after the student’s arrival. This applies to all long-term, short-term, and New
Generations exchanges.
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Districts can send the information in the format most convenient for them — Excel spreadsheets,
Microsoft Word documents, or scanned copies of guarantee forms — as long as the information is
complete and legible. The following must be included:
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 Exchange type
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» Student name and contact details in home country
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» Gender
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* Date of birth
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» Emergency contact information
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* Sponsor district
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* Host district
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* Host club
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* Host parent contact details (if applicable)
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* Host counselor contact information (if applicable)
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Please submit student data for planned exchanges for the 2011-12 year and work with your partner
districts to ensure that they do the same. Contact youthexchange@rotary.org with questions.
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Newly certified districts
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Congratulations to these districts that were recently certified: District 6910 (Georgia, USA) and
District 7710 (North Carolina, USA).
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District 9110 (Nigeria) was recently certified to participate in outbound-only exchanges.
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The list of noncertified districts is updated as necessary.
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Current Rotary Code of Policies
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The Rotary Code of Policies is available in English on the RI website. The sections most relevant to
the Youth Exchange program are Youth Protection (2.110), District Finances (17.060), and Youth
Exchange (41.080).

HEHAEERHE 2 R SO F ke o F  EAHPEIRMETE L F & 0T
(2.110) ~ F* ## ® B4743(17.060)f- 7 > £ 2 4% (41.080) -

Translated versions of these sections are available on the Rotary Youth Exchange Workgroup site,
which district and multidistrict chairs can visit by logging on to Member Access or by e-mailing
youthexchange@rotary.org.
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Upcoming events
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EEMA Conference 2011

Sun City Resort, Johannesburg, South Africa
26-29 August

Contact: Christopher Thompson
www.eema201l.com
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Sun City Resort, Johannesburg, South Africa
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Rotary Youth Exchange Australia (RYEA) Conference 2011
Freemantle, Western Australia

14-16 October
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Freemantle, Western Australia
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Brazil Rotary Youth Exchange Officers Meeting
Ouro Preto City, Minas Gerais, Brazil

17-20 November
www.abij.org.br/portal/index.php
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Ouro Preto City, Minas Gerais, Brazil

11 % 17-20 p

www.abij.org.br/portal/index.php

2012 North American Youth Exchange Network Conference
Anchorage, Alaska

28 February-2 March

www.nayen2012.com
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Anchorage, Alaska
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www.nhayen2012.com

Contact Rotary Youth Exchange Staff:
youthexchange@rotary.org
Phone: +1-847-866-3421Fax: +1-847-556-2182
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